SEXUAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE BOY

possession of a "good3 penis are a pre-condition of sexual potency. If
the boy's attacks on his mother's breast and body have been excep-
tionally intense, so that, in his imagination, she has been destroyed by
his father's penis and his own, he will have all the more need of a
'good' penis with which to restore her; and he will have to have
especial confidence in his potency in order to dissipate his terrors of
his mother's dangerous and endangered body, filled with his father's
penises. Yet it is precisely his fear on account of his mother and the
contents of his own body which prevents him from believing in his
possession of a egood' penis and sexual potency. The cumulative
effect of all these factors may be to make him turn away from women
as objects of love, and, according to what his early experiences have
been, either to suffer from disturbances of potency in his hetero-
sexual position or to become homosexual.1

Case History:

The patient was a thirty-five year old homosexual (Mr A) who
suffered from a severe obsessional neurosis with paranoid and hypo-
chondriacal traits and whose potency was severely disturbed. His
feelings of distrust and aversion which dominated his relations to
women in general, could in his analysis ultimately be traced to
phantasies that his mother was continuously united with his father in
intercourse when he could not see her. He assumed that the inside of
her body was filled with his father's dangerous penises.2 In the trans-
ference situation, his hatred and fear of his mother, which in various
ways covered up the guilt which he felt in relation to her,3 was always
closely connected to the coital situation of his parents. A fleeting
glance at my dress and appearance, when he felt very anxious, would
always prove to Mr A that I looked ill or unkept and that I was not
well. This in fact meant that I was internally poisoned and des-
troyed. These feelings could be traced back to the testing and
anxious looks with which, as a small boy, he had eyed his mother in
the morning in order to find out whether she had been poisoned or
destroyed by intercourse with his father.4 Every morning he expected

1 In extreme cases his libido will be unable to maintain any position
whatever.

2 Owing to this displacement his mother acquired the qualities of his
father's penis to such an extent that very little of her own personality re-
mained. Mr A unconsciously identified her with his father's penis (consciously
with a boy). As a result of these multiple displacements the patient had even
consciously great difficulties in distinguishing between the sexes.

3 Ernest Jones has pointed to this mechanism in his paper. Tear, Guilt and
Hate' (1929).

4 When Mr A's anxiety was particularly severe, the street and my house
(and, as we found, the whole world) appeared to be drowned in dirt. In this